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Tile your own floors

• An easy-to-follow guide to achieving a perfect result.
• Outlines all the tools you will need for the job.
• Includes a materials checklist.
PLEASE NOTE:
Before starting this project or buying any materials, it is worth your time to
read all steps thoroughly first to be sure you understand what is required.
Mitre 10 is proudly Australian owned.
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✓ MIGhTY hELPfuL chEckLIST
ORDER

Tiles
Adhesive*
Grouting
Hardboard
Underlay nails (for timber floors)
Tile spacers
Self-levelling compound such as
ARDIT 80 (for uneven concrete floors)
*The adhesive you use will depend on tiles chosen and where
you’re planning to use them. For example, always choose
waterproof adhesive in damp situations, such as shower
cubicles, where ceramic tiles will get a good soaking. With
underfloor heating, choose one that is also heat resistant. Check
manufacturer’s specifications and follow the instructions carefully.
Or seek the advice of Mitre 10.

cERAMIc TILES:
Tape measure, Stringline,
Tile cutters, Tile nibblers,
Tile file, Notched
adhesive spreader,
Sponge or squeegee.
VINYL AND cORk TILES:
Tape measure,
Stringline, utility knife,
Straight-edge, Notched
adhesive spreader.
Other essential tools depend
on the surface you’re laying
your tiles on. If it’s a timber
floor, you’ll also need a saw,
hammer and nail punch to first
cover the floor with hardboard
sheeting. If concrete, you may
need a chisel to clean out
small depressions and a trowel
for levelling with mortar.

Verbal quotes are indicative only. Written quotes on materials
are available upon request from your Mitre 10 store.

calculating the number of tiles
Area to be
Number of tiles needed
tiled (sq.m) 150 x 150 100 x 200 300 x 300
1
45
50
12
2
89
100
23
3
134
150
34
4
178
200
45
5
223
250
56
6
267
300
67
7
312
350
78
8
356
400
89
9
390
450
100

Visit mitre10.com.au for more
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Step 1: Planning

It’s well worth measuring and planning your layout on paper first,
especially if you intend to use an intricate design. If the room is
an irregular shape, divide it into rectangles and measure each
one separately. Then make a scale drawing on graph paper. This
will help you set out an attractive design and allow you to work
out the number of tiles you need.
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need to be sealed with a polyurethane
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Not all Mitre 10 stores stock floor tiles.
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Step 4: Laying your tiles

fig. 1

Except for self-adhesive vinyl tiles, all floor tiles are laid in pretty
much the same way.

Step 5: fitting border tiles

fig. 4

When all the tiles are in position, start cutting tiles to size.
Place the tile to be cut exactly on top of the last whole tile in
a particular row. Place a second tile over it, this time butted
up against the wall or skirting board (Fig. 4) (for ceramic
tiles, place your tile spacer against the wall to allow for
grouting). Use the edge of the top tile to make a line on the
tile to be cut.

Begin by laying whole tiles, working from the centre outwards.
Spread a bed of adhesive with a notched adhesive spreader
according to the maker’s instructions (Fig. 3). Spread only
enough adhesive to cover an area of about one square metre
– any bigger and the adhesive may dry out before you reach
the end.

For ceramic tiles, score across the line with a scribing tile
cutter, then snap the tile with a heavy duty tile cutter for a
clean break (Fig. 5). Comb adhesive on the back of the cut
tile and press it into position hard against the wall or skirting.
To cut an L-shape, score the surface carefully and nibble
away the waste with tile pincers (Fig. 6).

ceramic. Press the first tile into position, then twist it slightly
to firmly bed it in the adhesive. Place the second tile alongside
with the same gentle twisting motion, using a plastic tile spacer
between them to obtain evenly spaced gaps. Continue until
you’ve reached the edge of the adhesive, then spread another
layer over a further square metre.

fig. 2

Vinyl. Place each tile directly into position without sliding. Butt
up the edges closely. Firmly press down all over each tile with
the palm of your hand to ensure good even adhesion.

fig. 3

If using self-adhesive tiles, simply pull off the backing paper and
press into place. Try to align tiles correctly the first time.

fig. 6
fig. 5

Vinyl and Cork tiles are much easier to cut. First, use a sharp
utility knife to score through the surface. Then carefully bend
back the tile – it should snap cleanly along the score line.

Step 6: finishing off
With vinyl tiles, you need do nothing further. But ceramic tiles
will need to be grouted and cork tiles sealed. In both cases,
allow 24 hours for the adhesive to dry.

fig. 7

If you do make a mistake, immediately lift the tile and re-stick it
correctly. If you attempt to lift it later, it will probably tear.
cork. Tiles should be positioned with a slight sliding action
without forcing them tightly together. Avoid trimming the edges
if they seem a bit out of square. It’s easier to fill any tapering
joints with woodworker’s putty coloured to match the tiles.

fig. 8

When buying grouting, ensure that the colour you choose
is going to enhance the overall appearance of the job. Mix it
according to the manufacturer’s instructions. Make up only
a small amount at a time and work in areas of one square
metre. Use a sponge or rubber squeegee to force the grout
into all gaps, wiping off the excess with a damp sponge as
you work (Fig. 7). It’s best to use a piece of thin dowel with
a rounded end to smooth the joints (Fig. 8). If you use your
finger, make sure you wear rubber gloves – grout can irritate
the skin. Leave it to dry for the manufacturer’s recommended
time, then polish with a clean, dry cloth.
If you’ve chosen cork tiles with a factory-applied sealer coat
on the surface, you will only need to apply one coat of a
polyurethane sealer or wax polish. But if it’s natural cork, it
needs three coats. First, lightly sand with a power sander to
ensure the surface and joins are smooth.
Dust carefully – you can use a slightly damp cloth but
don’t saturate the tiles. Leave them to dry, then seal as per
manufacturer’s instructions with brush, roller or mop.
Leave each coat to dry for at least 24 hours before the next.
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■ Always take time to plan the
job carefully before fixing tiles
– the position of the first tile
determines the end result.
■ Start from the centre – if you
begin from a corner you could end
up with whole tiles on one side
and slivers on the other.
■ Spread adhesive evenly on the
floor. It’s important that there are
no gaps or hollows under the tiles
– they’ll cause weak points that
could crack or break later on.
■ Remember to allow for grouting
joints when mapping out the area
for ceramic tiles.
■ Read manufacturer’s
instructions to make sure
adhesives and grouting are
suited to both the tiles and
room conditions.
■ It’s difficult to align tiles unless
the floor is perfectly flat. Run a
long, flat piece of timber over the
surface in all directions to test for
see-sawing.
■ When using self-adhesive tiles,
aim to get the position right first
time – tiles can be taken up and
restuck but will lose some of their
adhesiveness in the process.
■ Wipe off excess grout as
you work – if you allow it to set
hard it will be very difficult to
remove later.
■ Be sure to lay cork tiles the
correct way up – they have
a smooth top surface and a
rougher bottom surface for
the adhesive.
■ Don’t fix tiles with adhesive
in hot windy conditions – the
bed could dry before you place
the tiles.
■ If you’re tiling over fresh
concrete, allow four weeks drying
time per 25mm thickness before
applying the tiles.
■ When you’re tiling both wall
and floor surfaces in one room,
tile and grout the entire wall
surface first.

Tile your own floors

IMPORTANT: This project planner has been produced to provide
basic information and our experienced staff are available to answer any
questions you may have. However, this information is provided for use
on the understanding that Mitre 10 is not liable for any loss or damage
which is suffered or incurred (including but not limited to indirect or
consequential loss), for any personal injury or damage to property suffered
or sustained as a result of using the information contained in this MitrePlan
Project Planner. Mitre 10 advises you to call in a qualified tradesperson,
such as an electrician or plumber, where expert services are required,
and to independently assess any safety precautions that will need to be
followed prior to using the information in
this MitrePlan Project Planner.
WARNING: There may be by laws or
regulations of councils or other statutory
bodies that you must comply with when
following this MitrePlan Project Planner.

Your local MITRE 10 Store is:

